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tt. 1 come nod to the third Head, pO is to ſbom jou 
the 2 ble I Oblig ation of the. Paſtors, of the .Churgb 
ro for Arn Er Pike, 40 of th e ,£,E0pie. ta receive and 
AY > Shai POR Hons. Which. vent be eile it if 
We con , | 

e et Dy y of Paſtors thus. to. e their 
eople oft Hazard in thoſe times-of Danger, becauſe 
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a 1 . , Satan, the ld or their on corrupt 
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God, and ſo Seltene of the 6 000 of K Marking Ghry 6 the 


: general, -and of thoſe over whom they are made Qyerſeers 
in particular; eſpecially while they cannot but foi elec that 
ho” 0 0185 of the 2 84 of dur Souls is ſuch, as to 
4 85 Into his Hands to 77 our 


1 


iy held on, on 5 to e its an. 

* Bit which is yet more, the Miniſters of the Goppel a. ate 
not only Watchmen for the Good of Souls, but as Shep- 
herds of the Flock of Chriſt, they mult give an account 
of their Care and Diligence in the "Diſcharge of their Du- 


to him Who is the Ries Shepherd and Biſhop of their 


Souls; and that even ſuch an account as to anſwer for their 


Ute mn promoting not only the Salvation of ſome, but of 


every Individual committed to their Charge, in ſo much 
that if any one periſh through their neglect, thoſe Paſtors 
muſt anſwer for it at the Judgment Seat of Chrif 
their © Souls accompany thoſe miſerable Creatures the 
fuffered to periſh through” their Negligence, thoug though no- 
thing in their private Converſation ſhould in the leaſt be 
_ renmfurable ; the Conſideration whereof as it ſhould make 
thoſewho areſettled in any. paſtoral Charge in the Church 
of God, laying aſide all external Motives whatſoever, to 
peak har they find warranted from the Word of God, 
however it may be received or regarded o hues Enemies; 
it oughr alſo to move all Men by their «Prayers to Pitty, 
and 1 thoſe Paſtors, 1 Ä 5 find themſelves in 
Conſcience oblig d, either boldly to deliver the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel from their Pulpits ; or to be eternally dam- 


ned for their Silence; and who on the account 125 BY. 


their Faithfulneſs in diſcharging their Duty, do 
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But it deferves to be further Wie oy ORD "R 5 


of humanity / oblige all Men, but eſpecial the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel, to uſe their endeavour to deliver all People 
from the dangers to-which they find them liable, and to 
put them, according to the beſt of their knowledge, upon 
the ways -of hippineſs, and the true means for theif at- 
taining it, rather than to ſuffer them to have the leaſt en- 
couragement in thoſe practiſes, they foreſee muſt end in 
their. deſtrud ion, or leave them in that wretched Condi- 
tion in which they are entangled, Feb = is in their pow 


er to deliver them by any ptoper meth and therefore 


ſhould any Perſon find his Neighbor in duch Circumſtan- 
ces as his life were in hazard, certainly that Man would 
be judged. inhuman, who having it iti his power did not 


contribute what bag be could: towards. the. deliverance. of 
u 


his Neighbor from ſuch. a misfortune ; and pray, my Bre- 
thren, lince ſuch a thing would be 4 barbarous in 
any Man that were guilty of it, ſhall the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to whom is committed the Miniſtry of reconeilia- 
tion with God, become the moſt harbarous and inhuman 
People in the World; ; in that being ſent as the guides of 
the People to conduct them to Heaven and Happineſs, they 

ſhould either lead them directly to deſtruction, or at- leaſt 
take no care to reclaim thoſe they ſee walking in ſuch a 
courſe as tends to their eternal Damnation. And what 
tort. of Puniſhment can be looł'd upon, as too great for ſueh 
Men as have thus betrayed that Truſt which God had 
committed to them, and have thus miſerably deceived; the 


People in what to them was certainly the moſt valuable, 


and above all other their Intereſts. in this World, even 


the eternal happineſs of their Souls“ And: what teward 


may ſuch: Teachers expect to receive from thoſe who to 
too late become ſenſible of their misfortune 2 my it net 


realonably'1 be ' ſuppoſed, That 5 e frien Hip an 


intimacy 
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intimacy contracted between them, on the account of this ſi- 

lence and connivance at their wickedneſs, ſhall end in perpe- 
tual Curſes proceeding from their ſenſe of thoſe Torments _ 
muſt for ever endure, for want of a timely reproof and fore- 
warning them of their hazard, from thoſe whoſe buſineſs it 
was to have given it; and thus much of the Obligation of Pa- 
ſtom to forewarn; the eee 
2.1 come now to the Obligation of the People to attend to 

ſuch Inſtructions as from time to time they do receive from 

their Paſtors agreeable to the word of God: And this will be 
plain if we conſider the Authority with which they are cloath- 
ed for ſo doing, as the Ambaſſadors of the King of Heaven; 
which gives them a Title to publiſh his Will to the People, and 
in his Name under no leſs Penalty than that of Damnation, to 


demand their Obedience to what by them the Almighty re- 


quires at their hands; which if they obſtinately refuſe to com- 
ply with, they muſt give an account thereof to him who hath 
conferred upon his Miniſters ſuch an Authority, and in the 
Diſcharge thereof hath told them, that he 2vbo deſßiſeth them he 
ſendeth, and to whom by his Commiſſion he Hath intruſted 
the Miniſtry of our Reconciliation, © d:fiſerh bim that ſent them; 
St. Jobn 20. 24. and as by this means the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel are encouraged in the faithful Diſcharge of their Office, ſo 
all Men may aſſure themſelves, that however the Almighty 
may delay for a time his reſenting ſuch, Injuries as are offered 
to his Ambaſſadors, in diſcharge of his Inſtructions. given them 
in his word, yet the time will come when all thoſe that are 
acceſſory thereto, ſhall find the ſad effects of his reſenting ſuch 
Injuries committed againſt him, and the Affronts thereby of- 
fered to his Royal Authority: For altho' his juſtice oblige him 

to reſent all Oppreſſions or Injuries done to any of his Crea- 
tures, as being the Soveraign Governor of all things, whatever 
diſparity there may be betwixt the injurious and the Party in- 
jured in the World, yet in a more eſpecial manner he hath 
declared, that he will ſeverely puniſh the Injuries done to his 
Miniſters, and the Indignities put upon them, in the diſcharge 
of their Office in Obedience to his commands, thoſe Affronts 
to which on that account they are ſubjected being ſuch as 
Arike againſt God more immediatly ; and tho tart advance 


may ſeem to ſome to be only a magnifying of my own Office, 
yet I muſt affirm the Doctrine is plainly deducible from Scri- 
pture, and in my judgment molt agreeable to reaſon, * 
2 ee eee Fe ways 


- 


bY 
always ſuppoſed in an earthly, and moſt reaſonably to be er- 
wes ina ny Og But we muſt farther nn BoA that . 
if People willfully and obſtinately' ſhut their Eyes and Ears 
againſt the Admonitions of their Paſtors, and their Reproofs 
from the word of God, they by ſo doing render all the means 
inſtituted by Chriſt for their Amendment and Repentance uſe- 
leſs, ineffectual and unprofitable, by their thus deſpiſing the 
roper means of their improvement; while the fore - warning 1 
fuck People receive from the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to them 
are nothing but like Water ſpilt upon the ground leaving little 
or no impreſſion behind it, and are ſo far from making them 
forſake their Sins, that they thereby become intirely hardened 
in them, and are rather made more meet for deſtruction than 
any ways delivered from it: It is true indeed, Exel. 3 3. 9. that 
| Miniſters by thus forewarning their Flocks do thereby deliver 
their own Souls from the leaſt guilt on that ſcore, or acceflion 
to their deſtruction; ſo that by their own obſtinacy; not the 
Teacher's negleR, the word preached to them, becomes the /a- 
vour of death unto death, and. not of = unto life, as was primarily 
intended, and they themſelves are the only Perſons chargeable 
with their -own Damnation, while their willful obſtinacy in 
continuing in their ſins, notwithſtanding the authoriz'd re- 
proofs of their Teachers, and the Charitable admonitions of 
their Friends to the contrary, hath ſo rendered them the ob- 
jects of the Divine Wrath and Diſpleaſure, as places them 
amongſt thoſe miſerable Perſons ſpoken of by the wiſe Man; 
Prov. 1. 24. to 32. Becauſe I. have called and you have not anſwers 
ed, I bave ſtretched out my hands and no Man regarded, but ye have 
ſet at nought all my Council, and would none of my reproof ; I alſo 
will Iaugh at your calamity, I will mock when' your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh as 4 
whirlwind, when diftreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you ; then ſhall ye 
call unto me but I will not anſwer, ye ſhall ſeek me early but ſhall not 
find me; for they bated knowledge and did not chuſe the fear of the 
Lord, they would none of my council, they deſpiſed all my reproof, 
therefore ſhall they eat the fruit of their own way and be filled with- 
their own. devices. And therefore ſince no leſs then the State of 
the Souls of Men in eternity doth depend upon their receiving 
and rejecting ſuch admonitions, as from time to time are given 


them by the Paſtors from the Word of God, I ſhould wiſh all 


Men might ſo conſider it in time e er it be too late to amend, 
that they render not the means of Salvation of none effect to 
e %%% Te 


themſslxes, nor be breught te ſo miſerable an uſtats as en: 
vitably end in their own. ruin and deſtruction in me and in 
Eternity, by being ſo wretched as notwithſtanding che pro- 
| mile to. fal ſhort of that reſt purchaſed: by Feſus Chriſt only to 
_ the Faithful, who imprgyg and neglect not the means of their 
amendment ordain d by the Almighty. VV 
V. And thus briefly for the third Head, I proceed now to che 
laſt thing propoſed, which is to make ſome improvement of the whole, 
and therefore having ſnoken at ſome lengtk of the Duty both of 
Paſtors and People in the times of prevailing Impiety, the one 
conſiſting in a careful obſervance af the Inſtruction they receive, 
; and the other in miniſtring to them of the fame ; and of the 
times and ſeaſons in which the Miniſters of the Goſpel ought 
in a ro manner to forewarn the People of their danger; 
I think it cannot be amiſs to make ſome ee be- 
fore I come to an end betwixt thoſe ſeaſons and the preſent Age, 
which will obviate an objection made by ſome againſt this be- 
ing a proper ſeaſon for preaching of ſuch Doctrine; while by 
that it will appear, whether this can be called a ſit time for 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel to exert that privilege and Autho- 
rity with which God hath intruſted them for the Edification of 
their People, or if they ought to:defer it to a more fit oppor- 


* 
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tunity, for which end pray eonſi deer, 
The Seaſons which I named in which the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ought to; forewarn their People of the Miſery. they 
ate ready. to bring upon themſelves,” by provoking the Al- 
ighty. againſt them; were the Times of Atheiſm, Profane- 
nefs., Hereſy. ,. Sabiſm and Lukewarmneſs or Indifference. in the 
Matters of Religion, which if we compare with the Practice 
of a confiderable part of the Age in which we live, we will 
find that he who denies the abounding of thoſe Vices at pre- 
ſent, may deny the ſhining of the Sun in the Firmament; ſince | 
beſides the Books and Papers that are daily publiſhed: to the 
Scandal of Religion, the very Titles of ſome of which are moſt 
blaſphemous; ſhall. we conſider the common Converſation of 
too many Perſons in the World, we cannot but be ſenſible that 
it now becomes a Difficulty in City or Country to find a Socie- 
ty, to whoſe Charge ſome one, if not all of thoſe. Crimes may 
not he lay d. Since as J hear a Man can come into few Com- 


panies, but in ſome of them he ſhall find the fundamental Articles 
of our Religion if not denyed, yet by ſome of them turned 


into 


lief of che Church of G 
dinances of the. e and aa 1 Per Ks. 


entertain 1150 Ti obſcene. 
heir. aftful-- etites, and glory ing in 
im pa SN that into another Company | 
ch for inrenti 
and heterodox NoGogs cor cc fon Hetrine and the 52 75 
God in all Ages ;ilet him 
to another, he ſhall find them turning their 


cheie Shame; let 
he ſhall Gind-chem. i 


icon, or to magk ax Kellgh in te ee. 
ſelves. into Schiſmatical Afembli 2 8 ſtep from 
thence to another Com BABY e 19 be, U rr hon of lc ch: © 
lax Conſciences as £9: ieee 21h all Religion, i 


make it ſo entirely ſubſervient to cheir tem e 1 
Advantage, as to turn fr m ſide to ſide as oſten OY e Hum 


of the Peoples, or $s, different prevailing. Factions, give them * 


the Opportunity and Temptation. The. .ab nding. of w 
Vices evidently. 1 1 us Whence ic ö It 18. char wich Religion! 1 10 
the Prieſthood comes to be piſed by the Practiſers. of, ole 


Crimes, who on - purpoſe to ſtop the Reproofs of theit Con- 
ſciences, endeavour to difown, that which they. refuſe to Aok 
and either the better tg perſwade themſelyes of 95. "Truth: of 
this Atheiſm, or to ſeduce, others N 1 ſuch. 15 5 
they repreſent. Religion as,Prieſtcraft, and endeavchr to re | 
their Hatred to-the. Almighty, by 1 his Zeryanta 62 
ther with calumnious Refſections, or by doing what in them 
lies to render their Labours for the good: of Seb 3 
by repreſenting them to the World as Cheats, ..Deceiver i 


Inventers of needleſs Reſtrictions, on purpoſe t Fright Front 
from ſenſual Delights for fear of Damnation, which chey el ay . 


never come, to paſs. 

Nor are theſe all the Eyils which. "red banh e but. 
others are ſo led aſide by them that, I fear, the, greataſt. part 
are become utterly. inſenſible of the. Miſery. that mult inex i- 
tably follow upon the abounding of thoſe. Sins, ik Men 725 
nately perſiſt in ſuch Courſes; * ſome are fo. bo #529 
defend them in point of Principle to be awful; who aß che 
Inſtruments of Satan aflift him in the ſeducing others. cc the 
Belief of their damnable Doctrines; all which being too evi- 


dent Matters of Baal Lean ſee no 8550 why, the Wel Hd ; 
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Clinreh by an unſeaſoriable Detay,/ mond Allow ſuch; es- 
FFC 
erghbours to their own Deſtruction; erg While by 
that means they not only endanger the Church of which they 


: 


have the Honour of being Guardians, in giving ſuch Oppor- 


tunity to thoſe damnable Evils, ſo to ſpread amòôngſt its Mem- 
bers, as when they come heartily: to endeavour to extirpate the 
ſame, they may then find, and that too late, that thoſe perni- 
cious Principles Have taken ſuch rooting in the Minds of 
Men, as to exceed their Power to remove them, and ſo 
to repair the Breach by them made in the Church; but they 
alſo endanger their own: Salyation on the account of their 
Remiſsneſs in the Diſcharge of their Duty, for tho the Society 
in general ſhould* not 7 8 7 be endangered, yet when by 
the Overſight to ſay no worſe, ſome of its Members may be 
led aſide into Perdition, and dying in their Error be for ever 
loſt and undone; I cannot fee how it can be thought, Gd 
in Juſtice ſhould fail to call thoſe Paſtors to a ſtrict account 
- for this neglect, to which was owing in ſo great a meaſure the 
Ruin of theſe poor miſerable Souls committed to their Care. 
Let it then be admitted, as T hope I have good reaſon firmly 
to believe that our Epiſcopal Church is not in any danger, 
from the want of Protection from a. Queen, who has always 
reſtified her ſelf a moſt firm Adherer thereto ; in following 
the Example of het Royal Grandfather, whoſe Virtues I pra 
God ſhe may always imitate, and never fall-into even the ſeat 
of his Misfortunes; yet for my part, while Atheiſm, Pro- 
faneneſs, wrt (4 Schiſm and  Lukewarmneſs do abound, I can- 
not by my © ſhallow Reaſoning find out, how Chriſtianity it 
ſelf can be ſecure amidſt its profeſſed Enemies, which all muſt 
be who give up themſelves to the practice of thoſe Vices ; ſince 
the like Tales have formerly-provok'd the Almighty to re- 
move his Goſpel, from a People, as the juſt Puniſhment of 
their Sins, to whom it was as well ſecured by the civil Laws 
of the Country, as ever it is poſſible ii can be in England, and 
the like Offences did once provoke him to render up this Church 
2 Prey to her Enemies, which I pray God may never again be 
o nn Oh 
This probably will be called 4igb Flying with a Witneſs, 
and ſome will ſay Moderation may be more becoming, as is 
the common Cant of Men of almoſt no Principle in Religion 
. whatſqever, it being chiefly a Deſign of the Adverſaries to bring 
21: | ; iS | hos | t 
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this Church into Parties] within cher ſelf, and to foment be 
Jealouſies of ſome againſt others, by: reaſon of their Zeal, 
which they look upon as Precipitancy, and chat of others 

againſt them on account of their Moderation, which the other 


ſide take for Indifferency; in which though I muſt be ſorry 
for their being too ſucceſsful, yet I cannot but think our 


Church may ſhow her Moderation in all Reſpects as 2 Chr. 
ſtian Virtue, in praying that God would bring into the\ way f 


Truth all ſuch as have erred and are deceived, though ſhe run not 


with ſome into the other Extreme of Indifferency, to render 


_ uſeleſs the Petition immediately following, which is, rhas it 
may pleaſe him to ſtrengthen ſuch as do ſtand, to comfort and help the 
weak hearted, to raiſe up them that fall, and finally to beat down Sa- 


tan under our Feet; And as there is a vaſt: Difference berwixt | 
the Virtue of Chriſtian Moderation, and the Vice of Luke warm 
neſs and Indifferency in Religion, I do not fee it impoſſible for 


any Man to obſerve the golden Mean without running into 
either of the Extremes, the one being always approv'd, and 
the Scripture hath commanded that our Moderation be known ro 
all Men, italſohath required us xcalouſiy to contend for the Faith once 


delivered to the Saints, I think it is plainly demonſtrable, that 


as Moderation or Meekneſs of Temper, with reſpe& to our 


Practices and Converſations in the World, is moſt agreeable to ; 


the Rules of Chriſtianity, ſo this Moderation not extending ic 


ſelf as a Chriſtian Virtue: to our Sentiments and Principles in 


Religion, which ought always to be deduced from Scripture, 
and the plain Practice of the Church in the firſt Ages of Chriſtiani- 


ty as planted by the Apoſtles, and being therein eſtabliſhed, no 


pretence of Moderation whatſoever ought to be ſo explained, 


as in any caſe to abrogate that zeal for the Glory of God and 


Good of the Church, which all Chriſtians ought to ſtudy and 


practiſe according to their ſeveral Capacities, in their different 


Stations. „ e Toe | 
But now to proceed, ſince this is the annual time of Faſti 


and Abſtinence. appointed by the Church, I hope it will be 


granted, that the Duty of Faſting is not to be ſo conſtrued as an 


Obligation upon all Men to grieve: and be afflicted only for 
their own Sins, but alſo that there lies an Obligation upon us 


to mourn for the Sins of the Society to which we belong, and 
of which we are Members; and as this, if conſidered, may be 


ſufficient to render what I have ſaid ſuitable to the occaſion, ſo 
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